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Amendments to the Specification 

Plea$e replace the Abstract beginning at page 40, line 2 through page 40, line 30 wiih the 
following amended Abstract: 

A system and method for personalizing an information classifier is provided. The 
system includes a default or universal classifier that is pre-trained with featxires that have 
relatively universal discriminatory relationships for multiple people and that is operable 
to produce a measure that a message is classified as having one of several characteristics. 
The default classifier io intondod to claoaify infomiation at on acc e ptabl e lo^^ol for a 
g e neral popu t ation without roquiiing additional porsonalization r The system fiirther 
includes a second classifier that is constructed and personalized through training via a 
more general search through the space of potentially discriminatory features. The second 
classifier, after personalizatiorL, is intended to classify information at a level exceeding 
that of the first classifier based on the specific preferences, habits, and desires of the user 
who personalizes the second classifier. The system fiirfher includes a weighting 
component that fecilitates a combining component producing an integrated measure54iiai 
a m e ssage is olaocifiod as having one of coveral oharact e ristio s based on input from both 
the first classifier and the second classifier. Tho weighting component oflcigns a first 
w e ight to th e first mooGuro and a s e cond weight to tho G e cond m e asure boQod, for 
e xampl e , on tho dogroo to which th e s e cond olacGifior has b e en personoligod. The sy stem 
also iQcludes an aging oomp e- aent that can b e employed to modify th e r e levoncc -e f 
m e ssages e mployed in training th e first and/or second cla s sifier and'^or mfona ati^ 
associated witli th e meoaagoG ontployod in training tho firot and/or s e cond clasoifior baGod 
on tim e bas e d information asaoQiatod with a m e ssag e or information associat e d with tho 
messag e . Th e system fiirthor includ e s an adapting component that can chang e fe e 
operation of th e second oloaoifier by altering data storcflydato fltmcturos, algorithm s? 
rulcs^ prooooaoQ and/or threads associated with tho s e cond classifi e r. 

Tho G^ffltom also includes a user intorfaoo that can be employed to display 
information concoming th e status of tho weighting or p e rsonalization of the second, 
custom tailor e d oloosifior. Th e us e r interface may also b e employ e d to accept 
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information about pr e fer e nc e s that aro omployod to direct tho traimng and rotraining 
policiog for updating th e s e cond oloaaifi e r and for specifying porioda of time aasociatGd 
with th e oging out of information and jotroining. - 
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